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Thinking of You 

When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God because I hear of your love 

for all the saints and your faith towards the Lord Jesus.  Philemon 4 

As the conversation closed, he said: "I'll be thinking about you." As my friend walked 

back to his car, he turned around and said, "By the way, that's Episcopalian for 'I'll be 

praying for you!'" We both chuckled because I knew that the phrase works in  

Presbyterian too. When we hear someone is ill or is facing a relationship problem, we  

often let the person know we care and will continue to care by saying: I'll be thinking 

about you. I'm always grateful for people thinking about me and holding me in their love 

and care.  

 

As many of you know, I was diagnosed with a very rare eye disease about 15 years ago. 

Since that time, I have had numerous surgeries on my eye in an attempt to save the eye 

and to lessen the pain. I found out last month that another surgery is necessary. This time, 

two surgeons will be working to help me. As soon as I mentioned to a few people that I 

was having yet another surgery, I got two responses: I'll be thinking about you or I'll be 

praying for you. And since the former means the latter, does it really make much of a  

difference? Well, perhaps it does. 

 

Paul tells Phiilemon that whenever he remembers--thinks about--him, Paul prays for his 

young colleague, Philemon. I like to be remembered, whenever the remembrance is a 

good one! I like to know that I'm in people's good thoughts because I know that means I'm 

held in their love and respect. But when we think about someone, we are feeling  

connected with them. You are thinking about me, perhaps, as you read this and I have no 

idea that you are thinking of me or even who you are. And that is where prayer is different 

than thinking about our loved ones and friends. Thinking connects me to someone but 

prayer builds a triangle of concern because when you pray to God for someone else you 

are both being drawn into the embrace of God's love. Since God loves all of us, our 

prayers are a way that we connect with God and with one another. I pray for you and 

God  draws me closer to himself and, spiritually, closer to you. It is no longer a  

one-directional thought, but a three-way conversation where God is in our midst. 

 

People will often tell me that they believe in prayer. I do too! However, I believe in prayer 

because I believe in the One who hears our prayers and abides with us in every situation 

and answers every prayer we whisper. More than thinking about me, I hope when you  

remember me and my upcoming surgery, that you will pray for me. And I will continue to 

do the same for you. So as we think about one another and also take each other's needs to 

The Lord in prayer we will be drawn more deeply into the wonder of the Creator's love for 

us and, without a doubt, drawn more deeply into being the welcoming community 

 following Christ for life. So I am... 

 

Hoping Big, 
Gregory 
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Trinity’s Music News 
 

  

Adult Choir Rehearsal  
Wednesdays at 7:30 pm.   

 New members are always welcome! 
  

 

Children’s Choirs Rehearsals 
Thursdays  

New members are always welcome! 
  

Children’s Choir Rehearsal Times  

Cherub Choir – Pre-K and Kindergarten;  Thursday 4:30-5:00pm 

Carol Choir – 1st and 2nd grade; Thursday 5:00-5:40pm 

Team Choir – 3rd,  4th, and 5th grade; Thursday 5:40-6:20pm 

Team Bells – 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade; Thursday 6:20-6:50pm 

  

  

Youth Choir Rehearsal 
 Sundays  

New members are always welcome! 

  

Youth Choir – 6th – 12th grade; Sundays 10:50am-11:30am 

Youth Bell Ensemble 6th-12th grade; Sundays 11:30-noon 

Youth Instrumental Ensemble 6th -12th grade; rehearses as needed 

 

YOU CAN MAKE MUSIC AT TRINITY! 
 

Please call the church office at 428-2050 or e-mail Lisa Marcelli, Director of Music, at 

lisa.marcelli@trinpres.org for more information. 
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Session Update 
At its stated meeting on January 6, 2014, the Session: 

 

 Held it‘s transitional meeting, thanking out-going members for their service, 

and greeting the class of 2016. 

   Discussed options for a key/pad code distribution policy. 

   Learned that 2013 ended with a pledging income deficit of $24,000, and that 

pledging for the 2014 operational budget continues to lag behind 2013 levels. 

  Confirmed that the West Gate property was sold in December and those funds 

along, with Capital Campaign funds, and a gift were used to pay off the mortgage. 

  Continued planning for the West Jersey Presbytery meeting to be held at 

 Trinity on March 18. 

  Approved a baptism, building use requests, and the monthly membership count 

of 839. 

  Discussed the June 11, 2014, return visit from the youth choir of the Second 

Presbyterian Church of Bloomington, IN. 

  Voted to move the budget forum to February 2, and the annual congregation 

meeting of February 9. 

 

Margery Sly, Clerk of Session 

Session of Elders 

Clerk of Session                    

Margery Sly 

Adult Ministries 

Linda Thrope 

Children’s Ministries 

Linda Craven 

Finance & Budget 

John Young 

Membership 

Nancy Roberts   

Mission & Outreach              

Donna Croker 

Personnel 

Janet Cohen 

Property & Buildings         

Bill Strobel 

Worship & Music            

Linda Flanary 

Youth Ministries 

Christine Slusser 

Strategy Committee 

John Young 

Technology Committee 

Tom Earp 

Deacons 

    Moderator of Deacons 

   Cosmo Digneo            

Committee Chairs  

Assistance   

 Brian Hamilton  

 Fellowship                               

Kim Windt 

Service     

   Marguerite Houck & 

Peggy Finger, co-chairs                                       

Visitation                                       

Melissa Smith 

                                                     
 

    

       

       

  December  YEAR TO DATE  BUDGET 

INCOME  
           
115,589              940,132  #            992,400  

       

EXPENSES  

           
147,933              945,218  #            992,402  

       

  

           
(32,344)                (5,086)                       (2) 

       

PLEDGE YTD ACTUAL  
           
652,061      

  

           
233,601      

PLEDGE YTD BUDGET    

           
673,600      

       

PLEDGE YTD vs BUDGET 

           
(21,539)     

       

FINANCIAL UPDATE  
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Adult Ministries 

Adult Education 
Sunday Adult Education sessions will resume February 16th with our own 

Terry Ruggles sharing how to survive and use or not use media especially 

looking at issues such as facebook, twitter, and other social interfaces possible 

with technology.  Not only do we ask media to be responsible but we also need 

to be responsible for correct usage of technology whether it be reading material 

to the newest in digital technology.  This series will meet 2/16, 2/23 and 3/2. 

 

On March 9 we will have a presentation on forgiveness, acceptance and reconciliation.  What is our  

understanding of these steps?  What is our understanding of what Jesus taught? We are also hoping to have a  

Sunday evening seminar  in March regarding Middle Eastern issues.  Rev. Chris Doyle of Carneys Point  

Presbyterian Church will be the presenter.  Chris has served as a missionary in Palestine.  His interactive 

presentation  looks at the Middle East of yesterday up to present day. 

 

From March 23 through mid April, our Sunday AM Series will be a roundtable discussion of   

Unfinished  by Richard Stearns, President of World Vision.  Do we decide to be a Christian or do we commit 

to being a disciple in all aspects of our daily life? 

 

Our final Sunday AM meeting is a look at Faith and Medicine.  It will be led by our own Rev. Barry Gruver 

and an MD family practice.  This is planned for late April or early May.  

 

Look for more information in our Weekly New and Notes or call Linda Thorpe, Chair of Adult Ministries or 

Joan Cohen . 

Trinity News and Notes 
    

In Memoriam 
 

John Shipley 
United with Trinity September 2, 1979; Died– January 5, 2014 

 

Delores Ritchie 
United with Trinity July 15, 1962; Died– January 9, 2014 

 

David Sapp 
United with Trinity August 7, 1966; Died– January 15, 2014 

 
 

Sympathies 
We extend our sympathies to…. 

Brad and Roberta Ritchie on the death of Brad’s mother, Dolores Ritchie 
 Peter and Audrey Denton on the death of Peter’s mother, Virginia Denton 

Doris Sapp on the death of her husband, David 
Maria Mound, Trinity Nursery School teacher, on the death of her mother 
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Children and Youth Ministries  
 

PYC  

Parents of Young Children  

Coffee and Crayons  
Help spread some cheer. Please join us on Sunday, February 23rd at 

10:30 a.m. in the anteroom off Fellowship Hall for Coffee and  

Crayons. Your kids will have the opportunity to make Sunshine cards for 

church members who need some TLC. The cards will be distributed by the 

Rev. Faulkner and deacons. We will have coffee for the adults and  

lemonade and snacks for the little ones. We hope to see you there! 

  

Nursery School 
 

 

Registration for the 2013-14 school year is underway at Trinity Nursery 

School.  We have begun enrollment for our current students and would like to 

extend this to our Trinity Church members as well.  Open enrollment began 

January 13th, so be sure to schedule a tour and register your little ones before 

your class choice is full.  We invite you to tour the school, see the classroom 

and meet the teachers.  

 
 

 

Class offerings: 
Toddler Time: Fridays   9:45-11:15 am 

2 1/2 year old:  Mon & Wed, Tues &Thurs, or Mon-Thurs 9- 11:30 am 

3 year old : Mon, Wed, & Fri, Tues& Thurs, or Mon-Fri 9- 11:30 am 

3 year old:  Mon/Wed/Fri 12:30-3:00 pm 

4 year old:  Mon-Thurs. 9-11:30 am , Mon-Friday  9-11:30 am 

Bridge-a-garten (4,5 year olds):  Mon-Friday 12:30-3:00 pm 

Extended Day:  This class is currently offered Tues, Thurs & Fri from 12:30-3:00 pm. We will determine 

the days based on the registration for next year. 

Trinity Enrichment Program:  We welcome 5/6 year old Kindergarten friends to join us Tuesday, 

Thursday and Friday afternoons from 12:30-3:00 pm.   

There is limited space available for the current school year in our Trinity Enrichment Program! 

 

Contact Marina Pappas, Nursery School Director, for more information. 

Phone: 795-3123, Email: marina.pappas@trinpres.org 
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PW February Circle Meetings 
 

Monday, February 17th 

Deborah 1:00pm Pat Weaver 

Priscilla 1:00pm Elaine Schon 

Ruth  7:00pm Linda Thorpe 

 

Tuesday, February 18th 

Shiphrah 7:00pm Martha Stem Gagarin 

Hannah 7:00pm Claudia Miller 

Rebekah 7:15pm Jan Caffrey 

 

Wednesday, February 19th 

Miriam            9:30am            Witherspoon Center 

 

Junia    TBD 

 

 
 
 

Membership 
 

Membership Information Session 
Are you ready to start a new adventure?  Do you feel as though something 
has been missing in your life and you need to fill the void?  Perhaps God is 
calling you to enhance your relationship with him by joining a church.   
Perhaps that church is Trinity.  We invite you to explore this possibility at 
our next Membership Information Session on Sunday, February 23, at 
11:00 am.  Enjoy the opportunity to meet new people, ask questions, and 
learn what it means to be a Presbyterian at this relaxed session.  The Rev. 
Dr. Gregory Faulkner will lead a discussion with other prospective  
members, as well as current members, and lunch will be served.  Childcare is available with advance  
notice.  Please call the church office at 856-428-2050 or sign up during coffee hour after worship to reserve 
your space.  All you need to bring is an open heart and a desire to start anew.  We look forward to seeing you 
there! 
 

Daytime Men’s Group 
 

TRINITY DAYTIME MEN’S GROUP  will meet Tuesday February 18th at 10 AM in the Witherspoon 

Center. You think you know all there is to know about Banking?  Well think again. George Norton will be 

our ―Getting to Know You‖  speaker. George has spent most of his working career in the banking industry in 

many varying positions. His message will address  ―The Banking Industry and how it affects the World  

Market‖. 

 

We look forward to a very interesting and informative session with 

good active participation by all. We welcome and encourage each of 

you to come and bring a friend.  As usual we will have some  

gourmet coffee and secret formula hot chocolate and tea. Come early 

for good conversation and a chance to catch up from our last  

meeting. Have a SUPER COLOSSAL DAY! 
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Care n’ Share  
Care 'n Share got off to a 

slow start in January due to a 

snow day and frigid  

temperatures!  Needless to 

say we are still accepting 

winter clothing, house wares 

and books.  Items may be 

dropped off at the shop  

during regular business hours;  Tuesdays &  

Thursdays & "first Saturday"  10 am to 1 pm,  as 

well as Sundays mornings following 9:30 church  

service. 

 

Our next "first Saturdays" are February 1 

and  March 1. We will continue to take winter  

clothing until Sunday, February 16. We will start  

accepting Spring/Summer clothing Tuesday,  

February 18. 

 

Again, thank you for your generous donations! Be 

sure to read our financial report in Trinity's  Annual 

Report for 2013.  Care 'n Share donated $13,500.00 to 

local missions!  The shop is for every one to use; "one 

man's trash is another man's treasure".   

 

 

Library Corner 
Our Trinity Library has two new books designed to 
lead readers toward deeper spiritual understanding. 
 

The Hole in our Gospel 

By Richard Stearns 

 

The author describes the content 

of this book as ―the answer that 

changed my life and might just 

change the world.‖ Richard 

Stearns had a highly successful 

corporate career as president of 

Parker Brothers and later president and CEO of 

Lenox. He left the corporate world in 1998 to become 

president of World Visions, a Christian humanitarian 

organization that works to alleviate poverty in nearly 

one hundred countries. 

 

The Hole in our Gospel describes why Stearns  

decided to make such a drastic change in his life.  

Ultimately, it challenges readers to answer the  

question ―What does God expect of me?‖ Is our faith 

just about going to church, studying the Bible and 

avoiding the most serious sins? Does that sort of life 

embrace the whole gospel or a gospel with a hole in 

it? 

 

The book includes a comprehensive appendix which 

contains a section on what the ordinary person can do 

to help change the world, a list of book and movie 

resources and a study guide. 

 

Life of the Beloved 

By Henri J. M. Nouwen 

 

Henri Nouwen is an  

internationally renowned priest 

and author who is one of  

Reverend Gruver‘s favorite  

writers. He taught at the Divinity 

Schools at both Harvard and Yale 

and wrote over 40 books on the 

spiritual life. 

 

Nouwen wrote Life of the Beloved in response to a 

request from a secular friend who wanted a book that 

explained the spiritual life without using difficult to 

understand theological and technical language. The 

result is a short (150 pages with large print and lots of 

spaces) book that is simple and straight forward and 

also powerful. 

 

Nouwen‘s theme is that each of us should live 

knowing that we are beloved of God. Each chapter 

centers on the spiritual connotations of simple words 

that describe how we are beloved (blessed, taken,  

broken, and given). The book includes a brief Guide 

for Reflection. 

 

Reviewed by Dottie Dunfee 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Care n’ Share 
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Mission and Outreach  
 

Adult Work Trip 

Planning Continues for Adult Work Trip 
We are still gathering information about where to go and where to stay, although it 

appears likely that we will do a one-week trip in the fall to help build houses for 

Sandy victims at the North Jersey Shore.  If you think you would like to join us, or 

have questions about our work trip, please contact Donna Croker or Anyce Miles.  

We need to have a fairly firm idea of how many people we will have going, so we 

can reserve the appropriate number of reservations for our group.  We would love to 

have you with us!!  No experience is required, training is given on site, and you will 

be assigned to a project according to your comfort level.  Give it some thought and 

then contact us.  We guarantee a week of fun and fulfillment you will always  

remember! 

 

Mall Walk for the Homeless 
The Interfaith Homeless Outreach Council (IHOC) has been making a difference 

in the lives of homeless men, women, and children for 22 years as a non-profit 

organization that brings together the volunteer strength of more than 40 local 

churches (including Trinity) and synagogues.  Over the past 22 years IHOC has: 

 

Impacted 725 homeless men through our Hospitality Network.  These men 

received overnight shelter, nutritious meals, caring conversation, job placement, 

and alcohol and drug counseling. 

Provided transitional housing for 83 homeless men who graduated from the Hospitality Network to the 

John Dambly Transitional House in Lawnside. 

Assisted a homeless family in IHOC's Permanent Housing Program to purchase a home. 

Supplied shelters with tens of thousands of Adopt-A-Boxes filled with personal care items and  

Pack-A-Sacks filled with school supplies for homeless children. 

 

The 41 congregations of IHOC are honored to invite you to support our 2014 Winter Mall Walk for the 

Homeless. Join members of the Mission and Outreach Committee on Sunday, February 16th at 2:30pm at 

the Voorhees Town Center for this important fund raiser or pledge support of one of our Trinity  

walkers. Visit the M&O table following church in early February. 

 

Hospitality Network for the Homeless  
March 9th to the 23rd 
Trinity and St. Andrew's will again jointly host men from IHOC's Hospitality 

Network. This is one of Trinity's biggest local mission outreaches and 

we need a lot of help from our congregation. This year there are 12 

men participating in the program.  We will need 14 male overnight hosts, one 

for each night of the program.  Meal hosts, dinner hosts, evening hosts,  

drivers for laundry and other activities (usually a movie, bowling or 

mall visit)  Sign-ups begin in mid-February--look for our poster on the  

Mission and Outreach table.  Contact Jenny Stark @ 609-680-6090 or 

 wcarboni@aol.com. 

mailto:wcarboni@aol.com
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Save-the-Date 
Trinity Out and About Presents  

 

The Progressive Dinner 

Three Courses, Three Places, One Night 

Saturday, March 22, 6:30pm 

Mission and Outreach 

Friends for Food Fundraiser  
It's time again for the yearly Friends for Food Fundraiser to benefit the 

Cherry Hill Food and Outreach Council. The event will be held once again 

at The Coastline Restaurant, 240 Brace Rd., Cherry Hill, on Tuesday, March 

18 from 7 to 9 pm.  There will be hors d'oeuvres and desserts and an  

opportunity to win gift baskets and raffles. Wine, beer, etc. will be $2.  Tickets 

for the event are $10 and can be purchased in the social hall after our Sunday 

service.  Please plan to join us and support this local organization that provides food to local families all 

year.  If you can't pick up your tickets after church, please call 856-482-0678 for information and  

tickets.  Checks can be made out to CHFOC.  Thank you from all of your friends and neighbors who need 

your help.  

TCCS Concludes its 24th season  

Blast From the Past!  
Featuring 

Charlie Zahm  
Celtic, Maritime & Traditional  

American Music  

March 9, 2014 ~ 4:00 PM 
Please stay and join us for a reception with light refreshments at the conclusion of  the concert. 

Admission is a Free-will Offering. 
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SUNDAY 
9:30 Worship Service 
9:30 Church School, Nursery-Gr. 6 
10:50 Youth Choir 
11 am Adult Ed—Witherspoon 
11:30am Youth Bells 
7 pm Senior High Fellowship (SHF) -    
Witherspoon 
 
MONDAY 
7 pm Boy Scouts—Witherspoon 
 

TUESDAY 
10 am-1 pm Care ‗n Share Shop 
7:30 pm BASIC 
 
 
WEDNESDAY 
6:45 pm Commissioning—Witherspoon 
6:45pm Adult Bells 
7:00 pm Cub Scouts—Community Room 
7:30 pm Adult Choirs 
 

THURSDAY 
10 am–1 pm Care ‗n Share Shop 
12 pm Alzheimer‘s Support Group— 
 
Thurs. Children’s Choirs 
     4:30-5:00 pm  Cherub Choir 
     5:00-5:40 pm  Carol Choir 
     5:40-6:00 pm  Chapel Chimes 
     5:40-6:20 pm  TEAM Choir 
     6:20-6:50 pm  TEAM Bells 
6:30  pm AA, Witherspoon  
8:00 pm AA, Witherspoon  

February 2014 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
Care n’ Share 
10am-1pm 

2 
Communion 
9:30am 
Budget Forum 
10:45am 

3 
 
 
 
Strategy 6pm 
Session 7pm 

4 5 6 7 8 

9 
Annual Meeting 
10:30am 
Church School 
Extended 

10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 
Adult Ed  
Resumes 11am 
IHOC Walk for 
the Homeless 
2:30pm 

17 
Presidents Day 
NS/Office Closed 
Deborah, Priscilla 
1pm 
Ruth 7pm 

18 
Daytime Men’s 
10am 
Shiphrah,  
Hannah 7pm 
Rebekah, 7:15am 

19 
Miriam 9:30am 

20 21 22 
Officer Retreat 
8:30am-3pm 

23 

Coffee &  
Crayons 
10:30am 
Membership Info 
Session 11am 

24 25 26 27 28  
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Trinity Presbyterian Church (USA) 
499 Route 70 East 
Cherry Hill, NJ 08034-2462 

Next Tidings deadline is February 15 for  March Issue 

 

February Highlights  

 
February 9th– Annual Meeting 10:30am 
February 16th– Adult Ed Resumes 11am 

February 16th– IHOC Winter Walk for the 
Homeless, 2:30pm 

February 23rd– PYC Coffee & Crayons, 
10:30am 

February 23rd– Membership Information  
Session, 11am 

 
 

 

Sunday Worship Service 

9:30  am 

 

 

 

Church Office    

9 am-4 pm M-F 

(856) 428-2050 

Fax 

(856) 795-8471 

E-Mail 

trinpres@trinpres.org 

Website 

www.trinpres.org 


