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Trinity’s Music News 
 

YOU CAN MAKE MUSIC AT TRINITY! 
 

 

Adult Choir Rehearsal  
 Wednesdays at 7:30 pm 

 

Adult Bell Rehearsal 
Wednesdays at 6:30 pm  

 

Children’s Rehearsals 
 Cherub Choir – Pre-K and Kindergarten;   

Thursday 4:30-5:00pm 
Carol Choir – 1st and 2nd grade;  

Thursday 5:00-5:40pm 
Team Choir – 3rd,  4th, and 5th grade; Thursday 5:40-6:20pm 
Team Bells – 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade; Thursday 6:20-6:50pm 

 

Youth Rehearsals  
 Youth Choir – 6th -12th grade; Sundays 10:50am-11:30am 
Youth Bell Ensemble 6th -12th grade; Sundays 11:30-noon 

 

Youth Instrumental Ensemble 6th -12th grade;  
Rehearsal Dates to be Announced 

 

Trinity Band and  
Mahalo Ukulele Band 

Rehearsal Dates to be Announced 

 
Please call the church office at 428-2050 or e-mail Lisa Marcelli,  

Director of Music, at lisa.marcelli@trinpres.org for more  
information. 



3 

 



4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Session of Elders 

Clerk of Session                    

Margery Sly 

Adult Ministries 

Larry Miller 

Children’s Ministries 

Nancy Roberts  

Finance & Stewardship 

Donna Croker 

Membership 

Kris Parsons 

Mission & Outreach              

Julie Blair 

Personnel 

Brian Dougherty 

Property & Buildings 

Walt Steinle    

Worship & Music            

Steve Talbott 

Youth Ministries 

Donna Allen 

Strategy Committee 

Margery Sly 

Technology Committee 

Tom Earp 

Deacons 

    Moderator of Deacons 

   Mike D’Amico 

Committee Chairs  

Assistance   

 Jenny Leitinger,  

Hersch Craven 

 Fellowship                              

Louisa Tilsner  

Service  

Randy Southworth    

Visitation                                      

Audrey Azevedo 

Trinity News and Notes 
 
 

Sympathies 
We extend our sincere sympathies to Todd and Heidi Azar and family on the 

death of Todd’s father, George Azar; and to Gabriel and Joanna 
Schmitzer on the death of Gabriel’s brother, Oliver Schmitzer.  

 
 

Congratulations 
Congratulations to Kate Steinle and Bill Hoese, who were marr ied on 

October 6th. Congratulations also to parents, Kathy and Walt Steinle. 

Session Update 
At its stated meeting on November 5, 2018, the Session: 
 
   Did a Bible study on Acts 15: 1-22. 
   Approved the October 28 member count of 683. 
   Voted to renew the Rev. Barry Gruver as Parish Associate for another 
year. 
  Debriefed on the October Prayer Vigil which was our tenth. 
  Heard an update about the work of the nominating committee. 
  Learned that two Stephen Ministers had been connected with members in 
need. 
  Heard a finance report reporting results close to budget. 
  Approved distribution of the additional mission funds among three areas: 
1) clean water and sanitation; 2) refugees, and 3) women’s issues. 
  Discussed mission trip funding options. 
  Approved a baptism. 
 Prayed for members and friends. 
 

Margery N. Sly, Clerk of Session 
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Alternative Gift Market 

 
Are you looking for a meaningful Christmas gift for a friend, teacher or relative who 
seems to have everything?  The Mission and Outreach Committee's annual Alternative 
Gift Market begins this month. Visit our table, beginning Sunday, December 2.  We have 
many mission programs to choose from including our Senior High Mission trip,  
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, bed nets for children in the tropics, and medicines for 
the world's poorest. For as little as $5 you can make a difference this Christmas. Each 
gift comes with a card to send to the person you wish to honor.  The card identifies the 
gift you have chosen.  All you need to do is add your personal message and share the 
card. Text or call Jenny Stark 609-680-6090 or visit us in Fellowship Hall. 
 
 

  

Christmas Eve Social 
Don't miss our annual Christmas Eve Social, held in Fellowship Hall at the close of the 7:00pm  

candlelight  communion service. This is the perfect opportunity to share a warm drink and a sweet 
treat, and conversation with special people on the eve of Christ's birth. What better way to  

begin your Christmas celebration? See you there! 
 

Nativity Walk 
 

Join us for the Third Annual Trinity Nativity Walk! The Membership Committee is planning the Nativity 
Walk to take place after worship on Sunday, December 16th. Br ing in your  favor ite crèche before the  

service that morning and set it up in the designated location in Fellowship Hall. During Coffee 
Hour, members of the congregation will walk around to view the various nativity scenes. Whether it’s a 

clothes pincrèche made by your children at Church School or a family heirloom handed down through the 
generations, if you’d like to share it for the morning, we‘d love to see it! You’ll take your crèche home with 

you that day! If you’re interested in participating, please sign up during coffee hour on: 
December 2 or December 9!  
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Deacons Christmas Sharing  

The Deacons are pleased to announce the return of the Christmas 
Sharing Program for 2018.  Please visit the Deacons' table in  

Fellowship Hall during coffee hour.   At the table, you can sign up to 
buy a Christmas gift for a child from Urban Promise or a client from 
Robins' Nest.  When you sign up, a form with specific gift  
suggestions will be provided to help you complete your  
shopping. The last day to sign up is Sunday, December 9th.  Gifts 
may be returned to the church and will be accepted until noon on  
December 16th. Gifts for Robins' Nest should be returned wrapped, 
while gifts for Urban Promise should be brought to the church  
unwrapped.  Please contact Hersch Craven herschcraven@aol.com or 

Jenny Leitinger or jerseyjenny13@gmail.com with any questions, and thank you for your generous support!  

 

Trinity Out and About 
 

Save the Date–  
Pizza, Pins, & Pop! 
Trinity Out and About is going bowling! 
Bring your family to Laurel Lanes on January 
20th from 4pm-6pm. It will be sure to be a 
good time for all! Look for more information 
to come. 
 

Adult Ministries  
 

Lenten Devotional  
 
Once again next year Trinity plans to publish a Lenten Devotional.  
Reflections are needed from our congregation. Even though Christmas 
is upon us, please be thinking of your part in this effort. Instructions will 
be coming in January explaining how you can provide a devotional. 
 
January 23 — Deadline for article submission 

mailto:herschcraven@aol.com
mailto:jerseyjenny13@gmail.com


7 

 

 

Adult Education 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SCIENCE     AND     RELIGION 
 

Part 2     
A Question and Answer Discussion 

 
    With: Ed Behrens Physicist and Mathematician 

Eby Banas Neurologist and Researcher 
 

    Join us on December 9, 2018, 11 AM 
       Witherspoon Center 

 
Bring your friends and your questions 

 
-Creation and evolution, advances in physical science and Biblical 

interpretation, etc. 
 

-Can science and religion shake hands? 
 

-Who/what initiated the idea that there is a God? 
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Children's Ministries 
 

Church School  
Just a reminder that we will be collecting hats, mittens, and 
scarfs for those that need a little warmth this winter.  There are 
trees located in Witherspoon building, in the Fellowship Hall, 
and in the Nursey School Hallway. We will be collecting until 
December 23.   
 
We would also like to thank all those that participated in the 
Children’s Communion Class. The children had a great time 
with Pastor Sarah and they made “real” grape juice by  
smashing grapes and then tasting the juice. Thank You Pastor 
Sarah for a wonderful program.   
 
Since we are having more babies in the Nursery, which is wonderful, there is a need for some 
extra helpers.  If you are willing to give a hand or a lap to help out, please contact Linda Craven 
at lscraven77@aol.com or Nancy Roberts at nancyroberts2202@yahoo.com.  

Mixers & Mission 

We had a wonderful time at Barclays playing Bingo with the residents. Join us for our next 
event on 12/2: a showing of Elf at Lisa and Joe Marcelli’s home!  

 
 
 

 

mailto:lscraven77@aol.com
mailto:nancyroberts2202@yahoo.com
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Trinity’s Annual Stewardship Campaign  

 

Stepping Out in Faith  
 

Trinity’s  Stewardship Campaign continues. The theme of this year ’s Stewardship Campaign 
is “Stepping Out in Faith”. This theme was selected to reflect the actions needed by all of us to fully enable 
all the ministries and mission that we have been called to provide as a church. Recently, our church budget 
was adjusted to allow for proper maintenance of our facilities, adequate compensation of the church’s pastoral 
and office staff and increased support of mission. During the Campaign, Trinity’s quality staff and programs, 
expanded mission, facility needs and previous faith-based giving has been emphasized in presentations to  
reinforce our future resource needs. 
  
All Church members should have received your stewardship letter and 2019 pledge card in the mail. If you 
have submitted your pledge, thank you! If you have not returned your pledge card, please mail the card to the 
church. You may also put your pledge on your EasyTithe account online. A return of your pledge by  
December 9 is required to help us develop our 2019 budget. We hope that you carefully consider these needs 
of your church as we heed Christ’s call to step out in faith so our ministry might impact more lives. Thank 
you for your generous financial support as we undertake this journey of faith. 

 
Stewardship Talk Week 3 

Presented by Steve Talbott on 11.04.2018 
 
You heard John Young kick off the annual Stewardship campaign two weeks ago with this year’s 
theme…..”Stepping out in Faith.”  This campaign emphasizes the Session’s action earlier this year to make a 
commitment to take care of three distinct areas within our annual budget:  our people (staff) which you heard 
Nancy Valente speak about last Sunday, our house (facilities), and our global community (mission).   Three 
core areas that were lacking the proper financial support that they need and deserve.  The Session felt strongly 
that it was the “right thing” to do for us to “step out in faith” in support of these areas.  
 
I’m here today to talk to you from a couple of different perspectives.  First, as a choir member… (since today 
just happens to be Music Appreciation Sunday),  but also as the Session Chair of the Worship and Music 
Committee.      
 
I grew up singing in the church choir in my home state of West “by God” Virginia.  I moved to NJ when Deb 
and I were married here at Trinity 32 years ago.  After joining Trinity, I knew right away that I wanted to join 
the Choir.  I was admittedly “terrified” when I found out I had to actually “audition” for the choir.  Music  
Director Nancy Evans had me site read the tenor line as she paged through the old red hymnal looking for 
what seemed at the time like the most obscure hymns she could find.  Somehow I survived that experience 
and I’m still singing today!  
 
Well we’ve come a long way since then and I can assure you that if you have any interest at all in joining the 
Adult Choir (which I would encourage you to do by the way) that Lisa’s agenda is certainly not to terrify you.  
Lisa, Brian and the entire choir will welcome you and make you feel right at home.   
 
In my 30+ years in the choir, I’ve sung for 7 different music directors, each with their own unique personality 
and style.  Having experienced all of that, I can tell you that what we have here today at Trinity with Lisa and 
Brian leading our music program is truly unique and very special!  My sense is that you see and hear that each 
and every Sunday because I consistently hear more compliments of the music program today than I ever have.  
With the variety of music throughout the year along with the strength of our pastors complementing our  
worship experience each Sunday, I can honestly say that I have never felt as strongly about the total worship 
experience here at Trinity as I do right now.  I personally have never enjoyed singing in the choir more than 
under Lisa’s direction.     
 
We can’t take for granted how blessed we really are.  It’s the right thing to do to support the staff that is  
working so hard to create an amazing worship experience for all of us each week.   
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The second perspective comes from my experience as the Building Committee Chair for the Trinity 2000 
Project.  For those of you not familiar with Trinity 2000, this was the major initiative to raise funds and  
upgrade our Church’s aging facilities.  This project involved completing a $2.5 million addition to our 
church with the construction of essentially everything except Witherspoon Center,  the sanctuary itself and 
the classrooms below the sanctuary.  It also enabled us to make our facilities ADA compliant to allow  
complete wheelchair access to virtually any part of the building.   
 
It wasn’t an easy sell to the congregation almost 20 years ago to get the project off the ground.  There was a 
lot of skepticism amongst the congregation and many felt that there was no way that we could afford to take 
on a project of this magnitude.  Understand that we were mortgage free at the time and many were scared to 
have the church assume debt of any kind.  Many felt that we couldn’t financially survive going into debt.  
Others felt that the existing facilities, although dated and lacking handicap accessibility were “just fine” as 
they were.   Believe me, it took a lot of time, effort, planning and to be honest, a lot of convincing of  
members of the congregation to have them…essentially…  “step out in faith” in order to support the  
project.  After many months, we finally felt like we had turned the corner, and we were on our way to  
planning the details of what the project would be.  Our initial concepts were modest, echoing the support 
that we were hearing from the congregation.   
 
I recently shared a story at the Session meeting the night where the Elders voted to “step out in faith” to 
support the three areas of budget increase.  So, I’m going to share it with you as well this morning.   
I was cleaning out a closet at home this summer shortly before that Session meeting and happened to come 
across this yellowed roll of plans.  Maybe it was God’s intervention to point me to the plans that day. It 
turns out that they’re the early schematic plans and renderings of what we envisioned the project was going 
to be.  It represented a much smaller, scaled back addition to the Church, with a more modest façade, a 
smaller fellowship hall,  and smaller community room.  There was no Atrium or Columbarium;  a smaller 
kitchen and choir room and much less storage overall.  The church office and Care & Share shop was to 
remain in the old Wesminster House, a separate residential building that housed the church office on the 
upper two floors and Care & Share in a cramped basement space.  The initial thought was that replacement 
of that building would become a potential 2nd phase to the project that would be built at some point in the 
future.   
 
Finding those plans reminded me of how the project evolved.  We were all set to move forward with the 
final design drawings when I received a phone call one evening from Rev. Jim O’Dell.  He called to tell me 
that he woke up in the middle of the night with what he described as an “epiphany” regarding the project.  
He felt very strongly that we needed to take in his words, a “leap of faith” and do the full, expanded project 
now.  He felt that if the project were divided into two phases, the 2nd phase would never be built.  As a  
result of Jim O’Dell’s Epiphany that day, the project ultimately grew by about $1 million.   
 
Fast forward to today, the mortgage debt for the project that concerned so many members of the  
congregation has been paid off.  We are mortgage free.  In fact, Trinity has now been mortgage free for 5 
years.  The Trinity 2000 project held it’s dedication almost 18 years ago and it has served our congregation 
very well ever since.  Our facilities have never been utilized as much as they are right now.  Just what the 
Trinity 2000 Committee hoped and envisioned would happen.   Thank goodness Rev. O’Dell had the  
epiphany that day!     
 
The reality, though, is that our facilities are aging now and it’s time for us to focus our attention on properly 
maintaining our “house.”  The list of projects that need to be completed now and in the near future is too 
lengthy to mention this morning.  But suffice it to say, to properly maintain our property and buildings, it is 
going to take a consistent investment of capital each year.   
 
18 years ago, we were able to accomplish what was thought by many to be impossible but this congregation 
ultimately “stepped out in faith” and we are benefitting from it every day with facilities that serve us very 
well.   
 
Your Session of Elders have “stepped out in faith” as leaders of this congregation to do the right thing for 
the future support of mission, our staff and our facilities.  We now turn to you to help support and sustain 
that initiative and to, once again, “step out in faith” in your own way on Stewardship Sunday.   
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Women’s Christmas Dinner  
 

All are Welcome! 
 

Come relax and renew your heart for Christmas by 

       enjoying a catered dinner, followed by Worship 

          and Communion Service in the Sanctuary. 
 

                                                                                                         

            
 * Tickets will be sold during Coffee Hour on  November 11, 

November 18, November 25 and December 2. 

Date:  Tuesday, December 4
th 

 

 

Time:  Dinner -- 6:30 p.m.
 

           Worship -- 8:00 p.m. 

 

 

Meal:  Italian Dinner Catered  

           by Just Fork It 

 

 

Cost:   $15 (at sign-up*) 

 

 

Mission:  Mother-Child 

               Residence  
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PW December 2018 Circle Meetings 
 
Friday , November 30th 

 
7:00 p.m.  Shiphrah Circle     Home of Karen Leonard 
 
Wednesday, December 12th 
 
9.30 a.m.  Miriam Circle                Home of Joanna Paixao  
 
Monday, December 17th 
 
12:30 p.m.  Deborah Circle     Home of Doris Sapp 
1:00 p.m.  Priscilla Circle                 Home of Opal Stockwell 
7:00 p.m.  Ruth Circle                 Home of Eileen Rankin 
 
Tuesday , December 18th 

 
7:15 p.m.  Rebekah Circle    Home of Julie Blair 

 

PW Cookie Sale- After the service on  

December 2nd. PW will be holding a cookie sale to 
raise money for scholarships to the Bi-annual  
Women’s Retreat. If you like to bake, please consider 
donating a batch of your delicious cookies! If you are 
donating: Label ingredients, especially tree nuts and 
chocolate. Pack cookies 6 to a sandwich zip lock bag. 
Drop off in Fellowship Hall on December 2nd before 
the worship service. Thank you in advance! 
                   

 

PW Thank You 
 

PW MISSIONS – THANK YOU for the personal hygiene samples to aid Local 
Shelters.  The Volunteers of America (VOA) appreciate our participation in this 
program each year.  VOA will prepare personal kits to distribute to individuals 
staying in the Shelters.  This year we are also sharing with the Migrant Workers 
Outreach Program that prepares kits to distribute during the spring and summer 
months.  All recipients are grateful for the hygiene packages.  PW Missions  
appreciates all the support we receive from the Congregation and the Circles.  
Jan Caffrey 
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Care n’ Share 
Care n Share has lots of 
Christmas & holiday decor 
however we are only open 6 
days In December so if you 
have things to donate, you 
need to drop off items by 
Sunday, Dec 9. 
 
Our regular hours are Tuesdays, Thursdays & 1st  
Saturday of month (December 1 & January 5)  
10 am to 1 pm. Drop off also available following  
Sundays 9:30am worship service. 
 
The shop will be closed for the Christmas & New 
Year break on December 20,  25, 27 & January 
1.We will reopen on Thursday, January 3. 
 
We have a great assortment of holiday clothes, gifts & 
decor! Check us out! All profits go to local missions! 
 
Merry Christmas & Happy New Year from the  
volunteers at Care n Share. 
 

Library Corner 
The Trinity Library has two new books about  
Christmas—one for children and one for adults. 

 
Home by another Way 
A Christmas Story 
By Barbara Brown Taylor 
 
Intended for children aged 8 
to 10, this beautifully  
illustrated book follows the 

three wise men on their world-changing journey to 
Bethlehem. Guided both spiritually and  
geographically by the power of one very special star, 
they encounter King Herod, Joseph, Mary and the  
baby Jesus. Young readers discover why they had to 
“return home by another way.” 
 
Our library also has a notable collection of Christmas 
books for children of all ages. Some are famous old 
standards; others are new within the last few years. 
These will be displayed throughout the library. 
  
Skipping Christmas 
By John Grisham 
 
The author is known for his page-turning legal  
thrillers. In Skipping Christmas, John Grisham  
departs drastically from his usual genre and offers a 

hilarious commentary on the chaos and frenzy that 
have become part of Christmas tradition in America. 
When their only child is unable to come home for 
Christmas, Luther and Nora Krank decide to skip 
Christmas and use the money they would have spent 
to take a Caribbean cruise. Hilarity ensues when they 
face the consequences of this change: neighbors who 
are angry that they aren’t decorating their house and 
lawn; friends who are disappointed that there will be 
no annual Christmas bash at the Krank’s house; even 
boy scouts who expected them to buy a tree. Even 
more hilarity ensues when their daughter decides to 
come home after all and expects to have their  
Christmas traditions in place. 
 
Of course, our library also features serious, spiritual 
books about the Advent season: 
 
 

 
A Different Kind of Christmas 
Devotions for the Season 
By Mike Slaughter 
 
This book is designed to draw the 
entire family into a closer  
relationship with God by reading 
together. It consists of 30 short  
readings drawn from scripture and 
stories about helping others at 
Christmas. 

 
 
 
 
Songs for the Waiting 
Devotions Inspired by the 
Hymns of Advent 
By Margery R. DeVega 
 
Even though there are many  
beautiful Advent songs in our 
hymnal, sometimes we wish we 
could skip right to singing our 
favorite Christmas carols. Using the lyrics of moving 
Advent hymns, Songs for the Waiting is designed to 
instill a sense of the beautiful anticipation and  
preparation that is central to the Christmas season. 
 
The book contains a devotion for each day of Advent 
that is based on a verse from one of the hymns. 
If you would like us to purchase a particular book 
for the Trinity Library, stop by on Sunday or  
contact Dottie Dunfee (dunfeet@aol.com). 

Care n’ Share 
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Christmas Eve Service Times 
 
4pm– Children's Service 
All ages welcome, lively environment for 
the little ones 
 
7pm– Candlelight Service, Choir & Brass 
Childcare provided at this service  
only, Christmas Social Following Service 
 
11pm– Candlelight Service, Choir & Brass 
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SUNDAY 
9:30 Worship Service 
9:30 Church School, Nursery-Gr. 6 
10:50 Youth Choir 
11 am Adult Ed—Witherspoon 
11:30am Youth Bells 
7 pm Senior  High Fellowship (SHF) -    
Witherspoon 
 
MONDAY 
7 pm Boy Scouts—Witherspoon 
 

TUESDAY 
10 am-1 pm Care ‘n Share Shop 
7:30 BASIC– 1st and 3rd Tuesday  
 
 
 
WEDNESDAY 
6:15 pm Commissioning—Witherspoon 
7:00 pm Cub Scouts—Community Room 
7:30 pm Adult Choir  

THURSDAY 
10 am–1 pm Care ‘n Share Shop 
12 pm Alzheimer ’s Support Group— 
6:30  pm AA, Witherspoon  
8:00 pm AA, Witherspoon  
 
 
Thursday Children’s Choirs 
     4:30-5:00 pm  Cher ub Choir  
     5:00-5:40 pm  Carol Choir  
     5:40-6:20 pm  TEAM Choir  
     6:20-6:50 pm  TEAM Bells 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

December 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1  
Car n Share 10am 
Kids Choir Rehearsal 
9am-12:15pm 
Advent Band  
Rehearsal 12:30pm 

2  
Communion 9:30am 
Youth Music 9:30am 
Advent Festival/PW 
Cookie Sale 10:30am 
M&M Elf 2pm 

3 4 
 
 
Trinity Women's 
Christmas Dinner & 
Service 6:30pm 

5 6 
 
 
 
No Kids Choir 

7 
 
 
 
TCCS  Atlantic Brass 
Band 7:30pm 

8 

9 
Adult Choir and 
Chamber Ensemble 
9:30am 

10 11 12 
Miriam 9:30am 

13 
 
 
 
No Kids Choir 

14 15 

16 
Christmas Worship 
with hand bells 
9:30am 
Nativity Walk 
10:30am 

17 
Deborah 12:30pm 
Priscilla 1pm 
Ruth 7pm 

18 
 
Kids Pageant  
Rehearsal  4:30pm 
 
 

19 20 
 
 
 
No Kids Choir 

21 22 

23 
Christmas Ukulele & 
Concert Band 
9:30am 
Xmas Rehearsal 
11am 

24   Christmas Eve  
Services 
4pm 
7pm 
Social Following  
11pm 

25  
 

26 
 
Church Closed  
No Meetings 

27 
 
 
 
No Kids Choir 

28 
 
 

29 

30 31      
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Trinity Presbyterian Church (USA) 
499 Route 70 East 
Cherry Hill, NJ 08034-2462 

Next Tidings deadline is  December 15 for January Issue 

Sunday Worship  

9:30am   

 

 

 

 

Church Office    

9 am-4 pm M-TH 

(856) 428-2050 

Fax 

(856) 795-8471 

E-Mail 

trinpres@trinpres.org 

Website 

www.trinpres.org 

 


